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letter from the chairman

LISTEN TO this...

The new American Renaissance has
leapt upon us, jaws agape. We have a
President who was in the vicinity of
dope and wails on the sax. Our Mighty
War Machine is turning aside its
craving for destruction, and we've
learned to embrace our former enemies.
South American rainforests are being
preserved to give us that needed breath
of fresh air. You, as a member of this
great nation, have the opportunity to
make a profound difference. Stop
software piracy.

It's been documented that software
pirates in foreign countries are
subjected to penalties horrible if caught.
In parts of Africa, offenders are strung
spread-eagle between two trees to be
impaled by charging rhinos. Eskimos in
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the Great White North plunge software
criminals naked through holes in the
polar ice cap. I've witnessed Australian
aborigines feed the villains to the wild
dingos of the Outback. Piece by piece.
Definitely not tres chic.

We'll continue to produce quality
software as long as you pay for it.
Without your cash, we fail. The
industry fails. Soon there may be no
one left to invent that spreadsheet,
computerize your taxes, to create Tetris.
Think about it. If you want to talk,
we'll be there. Give us a call. We'd like
to hear from you.

See you on the funny pages.

Gilman G. Louie
Spectrum HoloByte, Inc.
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CQ recommends
bar. For more tidbits on them, see Le Menu
Bar.

Here's a freebie tidbit right now: Chess
Maniac was originally intended to be a serious
program. Yes, ma'am! Chairman Gilman Louie

product to fruition. Mogg, a British trans-
plant (the donor has since died), brought his
Fellini-autographed beret, his trimmed goatee,
his entourage and his eclectic sense of humor
to Spectrum HoloByte three years ago. In past

In post lifetimes, he was a road manager for Elvis Costetto,
is a bit of a chess nut. We all thought that his
nut had cracked when he said that he wanted
to make the ultimate chess program. We had
heard of Deep Thought, a supercomputer built
to play chess. What did he want, The Abyss
Master?

So, we hired a deaf, dumb, blind kid who
sure played a mean blitz chess. His name was
"The Wizard," and he sold us on the idea that
a program could teach people how to plumb
the depths of chess which would improve their
ability to think logically which would, in turn,
improve their lives and would, in turn, make
our nation stronger than the Federation from
Star Trek: The Next Generation [Coming soon
from Spectrum HoloByte. -Ed. [Shut up. You
ruined the flow. -Ed. 's Ed.]]. The Wizard was
deaf, he was dumb, he was blind.

He was also cheap. So it was worth a shot.
We paid for his diving gear, but he—uh—
didn't find the treasure. Rather than cut ofFhis
head, we decided to take a crack at humor.
Our first efforts were not Lenny Bruce. Some-
one actually thought of calling this game
"Chesscapades." Tell me, would you have even
picked up a box labeled "Chesscapades?" I
think not.

Our latest efforts aren't Lenny Bruce ei-
ther. But, hey, we're computer nerds. Our
chief nerd on the project was Paul Mogg who
leapt hurdles and schmoozed execs and still
managed to pound out music on his organ
[Wait, back up a sec... —Ed.jm order to see this

lifetimes, he was a road manager for Elvis
Costello. Talk about a hip nerd!

Other important folks include Erick Jap
and Mat Genser. On this project and Falcon
3.0, Erick (I won't call him "Jap") cranked out
more code than the CIA and pulled a few
rabbits out of his hat. For his encore, we hope
that Erick doesn't lock himself in a chest tossed
in the San Francisco Bay. Genser, born with a
fleshy telephone cradle on his shoulder, got his
start in the industry feeding punch cards to a
mainframe, the name of which he forgets.
From there, he climbed the ladder until he
arrived at Spectrum HoloByte, where he al-
ways wanted to be. Genser's next production
is Star Trek: The Next Generation [Coming
soon from—Heel! Heel!!-Ed. 's Ed.].

There. We're done with the Introduction.
You've met the folks. You've met the Chess
Maniac. Now you've got to beat him. During
your trip through his sordid world, keep in
mind that this game and the rest of this manual
are parodies, pokes at stuffy, overblown chess
programs that claim to stomp on anyone and
anything from Radio Shack pocket chess to
Spock [Old show, Bozo. Don't even think about
it. -E.E.Jto HAL from 2001. Our game plays
some pretty mean chess, but the game is sec-
ondary to the fun. So loosen up your tie, kick
up your heels, let down your hair, and add
your own cliche. We sincerely hope that you
enjoy our spin on chess. No refunds. See our
bald weasel for details, jt
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GoneFischin'?
Sirs:
Help! Get this guy Fischer out of my cave!

He snores, has bad breath and keeps babbling
about some guy named Spassky! It's getting to
the point that the neighbors don't come around
anymore to borrow a cup of sand. I need some
peace!

John the Hermit
Bobby Fischer's next-door neighbor
Some cave on the West Coast, USA

Sirs:
Queen to Queen's level three, Captain?
Scotty
Aboard the Starship Enterprise
Where no man has gone before, Space

Four Forever
Sirs:
Chess is the gymnasium of the mind.
Vladimir I. Lenin
Lenin's Tomb and Gift Shop, Moscow

Sirs:
Chess is the Stairmaster of the mind.
John Q. Steroid
Muscle Beach, Venice, Calif.

Sirs:
Only from the mind of Minolta.
P.R. Gloryhog
Testmarket, Idaho

Sirs:
From Sharp minds come Sharp products.
MiTu
Slogan's Heroes, Inc., Touche, Idaho
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Sirs:
If Q-K4! and R-N5? then is O-O-O!?

Professor Plum
The Study, with the revolver

Shapely Legs, Rich!
Sirs:
I have a question about last issue's article

on "Chess Pieces as Fashion Accessories." Can
you wear White Queen earrings with a black
evening dress? I was just curious. For my wife,
that is.

Richard Henpecked
Los Angeles, Calif.

Wait a Minute,!, Postman
Sirs:
Lucy T. Gruhlnik's recipe for deep-fried

pig knuckles was really super! I tried it on my
husband, and he just loved—Oops! Wrong
magazine! I'm terribly embarrassed.

Miss Delia Genn
Heck's Kitchen, New York
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